Oesophageal involvement in cicatricial pemphigoid.
Four cases of cicatricial pemphigoid complicated by oesophageal involvement are presented. All patients suffered dysphagia but repeated radiological studies were required for confirmation of oesophageal ulceration, webs and strictures. A combination of systemic drug therapy and oesophageal dilatation were necessary for the suppression of symptoms. The clinical and immunopathological features, management and complications of oesophageal involvement in cicatricial pemphigoid are discussed. Dermatologists should be aware of these features and make regular inquiries about swallowing difficulties in patients with cicatricial pemphigoid to guide appropriate investigations and treatment.